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s l s ) .  W i th  t ha t  goa l  i n

: t  o f f  to  t ry  the most

l em ava i l ab le  a t  t he

>a  House .  Upon  o rde r -

a n  b u b b l e  t e a ,  t h e  f a c e

r n g  w o m a n  b e h i n d  t h e

:on to r t ed  w i t h  shock

I  h a d  t o  a s s u r e  h e r

nes  t ha t ,  yes ,  I  c i i d  ask

t .

I  t h o u g h t  I  c o u l d  a p ' l -

he  ove r load  o f  f l avo r - ,

k  h e a r t y  g u l p s  o f  t h e

r a t .  A s  I  k e p t  s i p p i t t g

i n g  d o w n  t h e  t a p i c r : a .

: o  l o s e  f a i t h ,  t h e  t a s i e

g my nasal  , : . . : rz i i " '  Af-

t h  o r  t w e l f t h  g u i p ,  I  a t -

o  n u r s e  t h e  t e a ,  b u t  I

l h e  p o i n t  o f  n o  r e t u r n .

> u d s  b e c a m e  e n g u l f e d

by a f lavor  I  can on ly  l iken to  a

br ie f ,  sweet  tas te  fo l lowed by

the  p ro longed  sensa t i on  t ha t  my

mou th  had  been  coa ted  w i t h  pu -

reed  ga r l i c ,  on ions  and  t oe  j am.

A f t e r  m y  t w e n t i e t h  p a t h e t i c

a t t e m p t  t o  s w a l l o w ,  t h e  d u r i a n

h a d  w o n  t h e  b a t t l e .  I  h a d  t o

s a c r i f i c e  m y  d e s i r e  t o  d e v o u r

a  s t r a n g e  f o o d  w i t h  e a s e ,  l i k e

A n i h o n y  B o u r c l a i n ,  t o  k e e p

m y  a b d o m e n  f r o m  r i p p i n g  i t -

s e l f  o u t  o f  m y  b o d y .  H o w e v e r ,

t h e  t e a  e s s e n t i a l l y  d i d  i t s  j o b ,

a n d  I  n o w  c a n  s a y  l ' v e  b e e n  t o

b u b b l e  t e a  h e l l  a n d  b a c k .  B r a v e

enotigh for durran? Visit  the

Bubble Tea House at  849 West-

minster  St .  and t ry  i t  -  or  one

of  the i r  many more pa la tab le

flavors. - Alyssa Smith
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Twenty Questions,

Rhody Style

Have you ever  f l ipped through The New York

Times Almanac and wished our  s ta te  got  a  l i t -

t l e  more  rep resen ta t i on?  Bes ides  t he  requ i s i t e

cook ing  and  t ou r i sm  books ,  has  anyone  m ined

the  l oca l  dep ths  t o  rea l l y  exam ine  ou r  r i ch  ab -

su rd i t y?  We l l ,  T im  Lehne r t ' s  Rhode  l s l and  lO l

i s  a  c o m p e n d i u m  o f  a l l  t h i n g s  R h o d y ,  d e t a i l i n g

h i s to r y ,  c r ime ,  t he  econo rny  and  even  a  shc r - t

g l ossa ry  o f  ou r  s l ang .

The  book  i s  o rgan i zed  a round  rap id  f i r e  f ac t s

f r o m  t h e  o b v i o u s  t o  t h e  h i l a r i o u s  ( H o m o n y m s
-  P a r t y  a n d  P o t t y :  C h i l ' r e n  s h o u l d  y u z e  t h a '
pot ty  befawa the pahty ,  s . :ze they < ion '  have a

a c c i c l i n ' ) .  W h i l e  t h e  d e l i v e r y  i s  s l i g h t l y  s c h i z c -
p h r e n i c  a n d  w e  w i s h  t h e  i n s i d e  p i c t u r e s  w e r e

t a k e n  b y  l o c a l l y  k n o w n  p h o t o g r a p h e r s  ( i S t o c k

pho to . . .  r ea l l y? ) ,  t h i s  book  i s  t he  pe r fec t  r ead

w h i l e  q u a f f i n g  a  p i n t  a t  a  p u b  o r  w h e n  s p e n d -

i n g  q u a l i t y  t i m e  o n  t h e  t h r o n e .  B i t e - s i z e  r e a d -

i ng  f o r  ou r  Tw i t t e r i ng  b i t e - s i zed  consc ious -

ness. -Dan Schwartz


